Zimbabwe’s rural food systems in jeopardy
Sacrificing the local for the national
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* Government and donor development policies

, , , | and projects were analysed.
Gokwe food system analysis showing drivers and impacts

Findings Conclusion

While Gokwe is a hub of diverse food production, the most nutritious, Government policies focused on agricultural growth and NGO

cultivated food is exported to national markets, leaving most rural policies that focus on raising incomes are likely to exacerbate

residents with a monotonous, impoverished diet nutrition problems and food insecurity unless they take a more

holistic approach. To transform the food system development

Key food system drivers: colonial land appropriation, introduction .
y y PRIOP projects must:

of inappropriate agricultural methods and technologies, pro-growth

. . . . * reduce the focus on markets and raising incomes,
post- independence policies and promotion of maize as the staple.

* build on local knowledge and the lived experience of women in
Impacts on the food system:

particular.

* marginalisation of resilient, indigenous agriculture systems, crops,

e Have a stronger focus on nutrition behaviour change and
diets and knowledge leading to environmental degradation, I J

environmental protection.

malnutrition and vulnerability.

* Inappropriate agricultural systems are causing wide-scale
environmental degradation and declining yields.

* Rural food systems contribute little to nutritious diets or incomes
for most farmers.

* Women are the main food system actors but suffer an unfair labour
burden, lower incomes, and poor nutrition.
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