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The policy process?
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Sources: Lasswell (1971) and Jones (1970)

Actor power Strength of individuals and 

organizations concerned with 

the issue

Ideas Ways in which those involved 

with the issue understand and 

portray it

Political 

contexts

Environments in which actors 

operate

Issue 

characteristics

Features of the problem

Sources: Shiffman 2007; Shiffman and Smith 2007



Nutrition policy process literature

• Early work largely focussed on food security 
(e.g. Clay and Schaffer 1984; Pinstrup-Andersen et al.1993)

• Work explicitly focused on nutrition policy processes, but not based on 

established policy science theories or frameworks 
(e.g. Gillespie 2003; Heaver 2005; Benson 2008; Engesveen 2009)

• Nutrition policy process work having a foundation in established policy 

science 
(e.g. Pelletier et al. 2011; Pelletier et al. 2012; Mejia-Acosta 2012; Harris et al. 2017)

• Critical and anthropological approaches deriving from development 

studies
(e.g. Kimura 2013; Nisbett et al 2014; Jaspars 2016)
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Research approach

AIM

• To understand policy processes in low-income countries, 
illustrated though the case of nutrition policy in Zambia 

APPROACH

• Multi-level qualitative study drawing on concepts of 
agenda setting, discourse, and power

DATA

• Policy document review, key informant interviews, 
social network maps, historical literature

ANALYSIS

• Iterative: Thematic analysis based on agenda setting 
framework; theories of policy transfer and advocacy 
coalitions
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Policy transfer: Dolowitz and 

Marsh 1996

Advocacy Coalition 

Framework: Sabatier and 

Jenkins-Smith 1993
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Policy transfer: Setting the agenda
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Advocacy coalitions: Defining the alternatives
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Coalition beliefs: Advocacy Coalition Framework
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Food security Nutrition

Normative 

beliefs

• Socially-oriented

• Pro-intervention

• Socially-oriented

• Pro-intervention

Policy core 

beliefs
• Hunger dominates • Malnutrition dominates

Secondary 

policy beliefs

• Availability of sufficient 

calories through staple 

food production

• Multi-sectoral action to 

address the multiple 

determinants of 

malnutrition, particularly 

diverse diets



Conclusions

• Nutrition policy has been transferred to 

Zambia by a global coalition, meeting a 

powerful national coalition for food security.

• Strategies that address both hunger and 

malnutrition are required, rather than side-

lining one issue over another,

• Advocacy coalition theory is a useful tool for 

systematically assessing actors in the policy 

network, and combining political science 

theories better explains policy change than 

using them alone.
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Thank you
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